9% January 2019

Here's wishing all of You a very happy new year, somewhat
belatedly,

t also attach a letter that ( have specially drafted for all of you. The
good news is that [ only write such Letters once in three Years — the
Last one was in January 2016,

The bad news is that it is rather long - 43 pages.

But [ think this Ls due to the fact that t have such a wide variety of
friends, with such diverse interests, that to speak to all of them
have to speak about many things,

Or, perhaps, its just that t am prone to writing at great length, just
as t am prone to talking too much,

This reminds me of my late departed friend, SR Sankaran, who
once Lntrotluced me, to an audience | was about to lecture to, with
the words: ” this is Shekhar Singh. He needs no introduction, but
he needs a concluston.”

Shekhar Singh



C 17A Munlrka
New Delhi 110067, India
January 2019

pear friend,

This year t decided to emulate those of my friends who write an
annual letter deseribing all that they and thelr family have been
up to during the past year. Apart from being wmostly very
interesting reading, you also get a sense of thelr Lives even Lf you
have beew out of touch with them.

However, even before | started, 1 realised that | was not comfortable
describing the lives and activities of my wife Uma, daughter
Misha, and the dogs Spin and Ghorl (Spin has since moved on to
heaven). tolid not have the confidence that my tnterpretation of
events, or my ability to describe them, would wmeet with their
approval. So the Letter immediately got reduced to deseribing just
what  had been up to.

But then the seconol problem arose, If | were to describe what | haol
done during the past year, thew it would be a very short Letter. Most
of 2018 | spent ln vy sitting room, veranda, or bedroonm - writing,
reaning, watching TV, or surfing the net. These were interspersent
with occasional walks, and visits by friends, thardly woved out of
the house and only once out of Delhi, to spend a month (August)
with my daughter tn Londown.

While tn London, 1 spent most weekdays in the British Library,
poring over old crumbling files of the British government in tndia.
it was fascinating stuff but hardly appropriate for an annual letter
to my friends,

On weekends, Misha, Partha (Misha’s husband), and ( sampled the
various Oriental and nwdian restaurants tn London. AlL this
f,w’cerspersed with occastonal walks.



That is the sum-total of what ( did in 2018,

As 1 didnt want my friends realising how boring t was, after

much reflection t decioled to make the letter a monologue on the

various tssues and events that preoccupied wme during the last three

years (2016- 2018), this belng the period since my last Letter of
January 2016.

L also thought that | would stick to my penchant of
communicating serious idens through wisecracks. Therefore, the
nevitable prose of this letter (s tnterspersed with cartoons,
photographs, memes, and jokes .

wisecracks andd Crackpots

A wisecrack, as the name suggests, is wisdom disguised as
humour. This ts my favourite form of wisdowm.

thave been studying and teaching philosophy for nearly fifty
years, and always been unhappy with the manner in which
philosophical ideas were sought to be communicated: through very
abstruse prose (a la Kant and Hegel), tt was Bertrand Russel, |
think, who said that the greatest aovantage Kant had as a
philosopher was that he did not have to spend half his Life trying to
understano Kant! >

A philosopher is a person who
knows less and less
about more and
moreuntil he knows

-

nothing about ; vy &
everything By all means, marry. If you get
a good partner, you'll become
gz happy; if you get a bad one,
you’ll become a philosopher.
-H Stallone
your@@cards ol
9GAG

[NOTE: [ took to philosophy much before L met my wifel



For a long time [ believed that poetry was the best way of
communiceating philosophical toeas. Eliot was a favourite. But that
was before 1 began to understand the power of wisecracks.

Around that time, a friend recommenden that ( vead Plato and a
Platypus Walk nto 4 Bar: Unaerstanding Philpsophy Through

_Jokes, by Thomas Catheart and Daniel Klein. This excellent book,
along with Heidegger and a Hippo Walk Through Those Pearty
qates: Using Philosophy (and Jokes!) to Explore Lite Death, the
Aferlife and Everything in Between , by the same authors,
convinced we that huwmour was the best medium for philosophical
discussions. Consequently, 1 am now working at producing a book
where philosophical toeas are sharved through jokes!

“The hum@n'race has one
really effective weapon,

and‘that is laughter.”

Sometimes a JOKE

iS nOt intend d Laughter is the shortest
to make you augh distance between two people.

it is intended _ . o
to make you think | . =} %;




unfortunately, tn indin there is a
growing tntolerance towards IT'S CALLED A JOKE!

humowur, as there Ls towarols We used to-tell
minorities, other nationalities anol thewm before people
races, evew {ree though’c and S‘PE&GVI, become oﬁcewiled/

Perhaps the riskiest ocoupation in )
ev
inoia todag isto be a (pra{essiowat by e/rytlwmg/

or amateur) comenian. People are

being regularly arvested, under the ndian Penal Code, for joking
about politicians, religious Leaders, and even government
functionaries.

The sections invoked are 1534 of the indian Penal Code, which
makes promotion of disharmony, enmity or feelings of hatred or
t-will between different religious, ractal, language or regional
groups or castes or communities punishable. Also, section 2954,
which makes punishable deliberate and maliclous acts intended to
outrage the religious feelings of any class by tnsulating its
religion or the religlous beliefs,

A couple of Yyears back there was even a petition in the Supreme
Court of ndia, praying for a ban on all sardarji jokes! Though the
Supreme Court threw out the case, perhaps it is just a foretaste of
things to cowe.

Fortunately, one can still crack jokes at one’s own expense, without
anyone objecting, However, it might not be long before the next
oeneration gets a court order bannling such humour because it
ridicules thelr heritage!!

In this atwosphere of comic persecution, fuwwg diserimmination,
and Laughable oppression, t did consider making this letter more
prosaic, But humorous intolerance must be vigorously challenged,
otherwise Life would become intolerably boring.



Sadly, it is not only jokes and wiseeracks that are under attack,
even crackpots are soctally ostracised, frowned upon, and belittled.
Society demands conformity, and rejects all the oddlballs. Yet,
perhaps the crackpots andl oddballs have something unigque and {ar
more valuable to offer, than the run-of-the-mill characters,

Fables of owr Time

Once upow a time there lived av potter inva beantiful
village near o river. Every morning he walked to-the
river, cawrying two-poty on each end of av stick that he
balanced onw his shoulder. At the river he filled both the
poty withy water and cawried thew back to-his house:

As i happened, one of the poty he cawrried was cracked
and so; by the time he reached home, much of the water
that he had fillled inv it would leak out. This pot was o
thinking and speaking pot (as often happens inv such
fables), and felt very bad that all the effort of the potter
came to- nought because of ity infrmity. One
pawticudarly hot day, when the potter had toiled hawd to-
cauwry the poty back to-his home; this pot could keep quiet
no-longer and broke doww and told the potter how
ashamed i€ was that it was cracked and thervefore could
not retainv water ttll it got home. He pleaded with the
potter to-get o new pot in ity place:

However, the potter smiled and stroked the pot and said
to-himv - it is true that the water dvipsy out of yow and
most of it is lost by the time we get home. But what yow
hawve not noticed is that onw yowr side of the path there
awe beautiful flowers that have come up and hundreds
of butterflies and bivds thwong therve. So; though the one
pot brings water to- my home, yow bring joy to-the whole
world.



[ find it amusing
that we're all
pretending to be

NORMAL
when we could be

INSANELY
INTERESTING

instead.

Being a little weird is just
a natural side-effect of
being awesome.

~ Sue Fitzmaurice

Atlas

@® fo/the sdealist

BRNITUAL MAM

T — | hate small talk.
| ' |wanna talk about atoms, death,

| . aliens, sex, magic, intellect, the
meaning of life, faraway galaxies,

4/61 sall (J&ﬂﬁf&y music that makes you feel different,

; /,69,,4 W ar yout memories, the lies you've told, your
’ /6 d-?g b flaws, your favorite scents, your
| gy childhood, what keeps you up at
night, your insecurities and fears.
, . |like people with depth, who speak

with emotion from a twisted mind.




Racial, veliglous, Or sexual Discrimination

“What a sad era when it is easier to smash an
atom than a prejudice.” —Albert Einstein

The good news is that the ndian Supreme Court has finally
decriminalised the LGBT community). They revised their own
earlier order striking down an earlier enlightened and progressive
Delhi High Court ordler, passed some years back.

However, religlous diserimination is getting stronger by the day,
with bigots emerging from the wootwork. The one thing that the
last four years has dewmonstrated, Like never before, s that the
indian society and the bureaucracy have a huge nuwmber of
religlous bigots who bide their time and disguise their bigotry,
waiting for a sywmpathetic political regime to come to power,

unfortunately, soctal bigotry s a close relative of cultural bigotry.
Therefore, it is not just members of winority religions or
marginaliseot groups that face the wrath of the bigots, even those
who belong to minority
Lifestyles, or wish to exercise theilr
individual rights in a manner @T
that is counter conservative, are
targeted,

The sad part is that this is
becoming a global phenomenon,
rRacial discrimination seems
ranmpant tn the United
Kingdom, tn much of Europe,
and tn the United States of
Awmerica. Given the fact that
democratic reglmes all over the world, and especially in ndia, have
becowme slaves of populisim, the future seems grim.,

YOU'RE UNLAWFULLY
CLAIMING BENEFITS




'Why didn't you stop at that red light?’
'It's 2018, officer. | don't see color.'

p—

& Posts
Thoughts?

A speech by Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe:

"Racism will never end as long as white cars are still
using black tires. Racism will never end if people still

7 use black to symbolise bad luck and white for peace,
'_D‘d u stay NO, normal Racism will never end if people still wear white
too long nine mqnths clothes to weddings and black clothes to funerals.
and burnt? and u? did they Racism will never end as long as those who don't pay

their bills are blacklisted not whitelisted. Even when
playing snooker. You haven't won until you've sunk the
black ball, and the white ball must remain on the
table. But | don't care, as long as I'm still using white
toilet paper to wipe my black butt, I'm fine!".,

Though t can take on the government and various bigoted groups,
whew it comes to
challenging the ultra neo-
feminists, my courage fails
me,

Therefore, all 1 am willing to
do is share a story with you,
and leave You with this
cartoon and a “gender
appropriate” vmessage on the
next page!.

"All the other women in the office are suing
you for sexual harassment. Since you haven't
sexually harassed me, I'm suing you for
discrimination.”




A committent American feminist hao been working long and haro
with a rural community in Afghanistan, persuading thewm to
abandown sexual discrimination agatnst women. Anmong other
things, she managed to convince thew to give up the age-olod habit
of women walking five steps behind the wmen, when outsiole the
howe, in fielols or streets.

unfortunately, war broke out and she had to leave Afghanistan.
When, finally, peace returned, she hurried back to Afghanistan to
start again from where she had Left off. However, she was heart-
broken to see that the women were again walking behind the wmen,
and now nearly twenty steps. She could not contain herself and
confronted a group of male-trailing women, whom she had known
earlier, and demanded an explanation on why they had reverted to
thelr earlier, subservient, walking arrangements. They smiled at
her and whispered: “unexploded land mines!”

Sir William Golding

regarding women

| think women are foolish to pretend
they are equal to men, they are far superior
and always have been. Whatever you give a
woman, she will make it greater. If you give her
sperm, she'll give you a baby. If you give her a
house, she'll give you a home. If you give her
groceries, she'll give you a meal. If you give
her a smile, she’'ll give you her heart. She
multiplies and enlarges what is given to her.
So, if you give her any crap, be ready
to receive a ton of shit!




Apathy and violence

ndin ts, if anything, a land of paradoxes. Own the one hand there is
a high and growing intolerance about minority tdentities, cultures
and Lifestyles, but at the same thme there is a mind-numbing
tolerance towards government and institutional aormpt’r,ew,
inefficiency and apathy. Milllons of children go to bed hungry
every day. Countless aged people die of starvation and exposure,
without health care or shelter. And yet we do not seem to cave,

In July 2018, three sisters (elght, four and two years old) were
foundl dead of starvation tn thelr home tin Delhi. The doctor who did
the post mortem conflrment that wo traces of fat were founl on the
bodies of the three girls, "Postmorten veport shows thelr stomachs
were absolutely empty. Looks Like they haven't eaten tn many
days. t's a case of gross malnutrition.’, she satd.

There was great hue and ery for OU SAID IT by Loxman -
a few days, but nothing after

that. Three chiloren starved to
death in the capital of ndia, yet
nothing has beew dlone to ensure
that this does not happen again,
or indeed s not happening
right now, as we read this, And
not just happening in delhi, but
all over the country.

When, some years back,
Nirbhaya was vaped and Rilled, | When there were floods they
; used to air-drop. Now that every-
there was a social WPYDQY anol thing is normal what do we do for
7 i J
the Laws relating to sexual food:

violence were changed and

10



significantly strengthened. But whew three children die after
prolonged starvation: nothing.

This well-Rnown photograph has always haunted me:

£ T T

7
A f>

< 4

¥

How Cawn this still be happening? And yet we eriminalise those who
raise their volces against such tnjustice. ts not soctal warest
tnevitable under these conditions? Should we not criminalise those

who do not care?

And thew there ave the Rohingyas. Chased away from thelr own
howmes with nowhere to go. The other day national newspapers




reported that the Government of tndia has dectoed to “take back the
group of refugees consisting of 15 adults and 16 children
including a six-month-old baby, who had been stuck tn no man's
Land between the two countries...”

As my daughter said to me on the phone: would you believe that in
a country of 1.2 billion people there is no place to give refuge to 16
children! Surely if these

children had been so I you behaved
abandoned by an tndividual, like your
that individual would have govemment

beewn behind bars. But because
it’s a government...

youd be

twdia is the largest democracy arrested.

in the world, and yet our o .
elected representatives feel no sense of responstbility for the
dlevastation and mass suffering around them. Grandiose schemes
Street education: are sanctioned for glgantic
HERE AND NOW statues and adventurous space
ang voyages, but the starving masses
ave Left to fend for themselves.

We are so tolerant of institutional
apathy, but so tntolerant of
anyone who protests, criticises, or
evew exposes this apathy. we
charge them with sedition and
prosecute, persecute, and even
bmprison them.,

What is adulteration, { d
ey tion, = | Our parliamentarians and
legislators, who are ready to
protest andl fight over all sorts of trivial tssues, and ever ready to

12



claim special status and privileges because they represent the people
of ndin. But how can they hold forth with lmpunity whew a large
nuwmber of those very people of tndia, tncluding the children of

india, are dying of starvation??

VELOP

. GOLF CLuB [_‘;—b— y

Vi
.\@99\5 " ﬁ@QNOWHERE

The time has clearly
come for all good people,
of whow there are many,
to joln hands and start
demanding justice,
compassion,
transparency and
accountability from our

37 W ANIA FEATVME S

T Bvu government and from
’{W Mo all public institutions
=y 3 & L p
and formations.
Your eal).
that
dewocyacy ?

An unfortunate, ano to my mind tllegitimate, distinction ts made
between physical violence and other forms of torture andl oppression.,
Perhaps this is at least partly a consequence Ganohtji’s non-violent
movement, which was entirely appropriate and effective in tts
context, tt was also perhaps the only way to take on a heavily
wilitarised colonial power without widespread bloodshed. it had the
additional advantage of consolidating world sywmpathy for the
efforts of the people of ndia to free themselves from an oppressive

AGOYesSor,
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But the reality today is different.

Unguestionably, physical violence must be universally
condemmned, Apart from the pain and suffering it causes, it also
brutalises society, hardening both the perpetrator and the vietim.

A sendor police-officer once told me that police brutality, espectally
“third degree” in the confines of police stations, has led eriminal
gangs to subject new
recruits to regular beatings
1 andt torture, so that if
Every time we slo 4mosqu|to ol caught they can withstanad
death, we help; the/speaes SV police third degree.

evolve into thelr unsloppable

ultimatelform.,

’
.

But, shimilarly, the cruelty
- and apathy of starvation,
neglect, anol death, even if
not the result of a direct
physical assault, also
brutalises society, It brutalises the victims and also brutalises those
who watch others, especially their Loved ones, being so brutalised.
And soclety, tn general, If forced to be a silent spectator, develops a
protective apathy,

So what thew. As a start,
laws relating to physical - . hal
violenmce maust be extended to “The (hlld I J _i‘itfemb[a(ed
all sorts of violence, There is O T e

ot by the village will burn it down

no reason why an employer
who beats up an ewmployee can to feel its warmth.”
be criminally prosecuted ano s
bmprisoned, but one who does -African pfOVbe
not pay his emptogee in time,
or pays the employee less

14



thaw the legally wmandated wages, can only be prosecuted tn a civil
court. And a bureaucrat, who neglects his responsibilities and
allows people to be bereft of thelr basic needs and rights, usually
gets away scot free,

Rather than proising job reservations to the economically weaker
segments of soclety, as the current government has downe, it would
be better if all those below the poverty line, if they were foreed to
starve, or be shelter Less, or without wmedical care and other such
baste needs, would attract a criminal Linbility for those who were
responsible to ensure that this did not happen. Not as good as
genuine enmpathy, but it could be effective.

Another type of Violence towards which there is a surprising level of
tolerance, is dowmestic violence, especially towards women. Sowme
years back a national English daily published the results of a
survey that they had carried out about dowmestic violence.
Surprisingly, over 50% of the
wowmen surveyed reportedly
felt that it was alright for
husbands to occastonally hit
thelr wives!

Fortunately, we have a strong

law against domestic

violence, but what Ls needed

ls a change in the attituole of

wowen, who weeok to become

7 far more tntolerant of it.

/ | Adl | Awndl, of course, what is even

MY\ W) wore desperately needed is for

mewn to realise that there are

other ways of resolving disputes thaw ratsing their hand. Perhaps

the message above wmight help them think this through,

15
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If you think you’re too small
to make a difference, you haven'’t

spent a night with a mosquito.

- African Proverb

ll :
i THE |Nconvemsuce'

WE ARE TRYING 1.
TO CHANGE THE WORLD p§
. bl
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Awnimal rights

But why only huwman rights (or rights of dogs, cats, and ndian
cows), what about other antmals...

My friends, wmost of whom
ave Ltberals, would be
shocked by this - but (
fully support the ongoing
movement against cow
slaughter, However, to me
it is only acceptable if it is
extended to all antmals -
and thelr torture and
slaughter is banned, not
only by law, but also

It ifF a;‘tg'r- of taking the side
j of the weak against the strong,
through popular social something the best people
demand (lesson of have always d e

Sabartmala),

we rightly protest against paternalistic behaviour towards women,
the oppression of minorities, and discrimination based on caste,
race, gender, or even age. tt is also widely recognised that what all
such oppressors have in common is that they misuse thelr power to
exploit others,

unfortunately, many of the good people who sincerely reject and
even fight against the use of such repressive power anong huwman
beings, continue to be indifferent when human beings use thelr
repressive power to torture, exploit, and Rill other Living creatures,

[ think the time has come for all of us to recognise and admit that
other living creatures also have a right to Live in comfort and
dignity. Bestdes, many of them are also cute § lovable, and feel
physical § emotional pain just like humans do.

17



Sleeping baby donkeys
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awake monkey wondering at the heartlessness of
huwmanking

funnymonkeysite.com

18



Solidarity : two captive and enslaved elephants
reaching out to each other

IS HAMBURGER Y o
MEAT MADE N
QUT OF PEORLE
:Qw “‘UF~Q\~)
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This one is praying
for human
compassion:

a hopeless quest???

WTFI Just give
hlm Pamcetamol Il

Oh Dear...
You have
fever, | [l make
chicken soup

for you...
N

31 years old professional photographer
Avinash captured the moment of a
mother monkey and her unconscious
child in the city of Madya, in India.
Avinash said that he had never
clicked such visuals of emotions

in an animal and as he took that

picture, even after an hour later,

20



What if the spider, or mouse; that yow killed irv yow
houwse had spent their entive lives thinking that yow
were their roomumate, and could not believe that
yow wouldd kil thew?

/,'l.t‘ h \\
Mimesis
My daughter
wouldn’t hurt a spider
That had nested
Between her bicycle handles Do the right thing
when no one is looking,
For two weeks

it's called integrity.

She waited

Until it left of its own accord

If you tear down the web I said
It will simply know

This isn’t a place to call home

And you'd get to go biking

She said that’s how others
Become refugees isn’t it?

ESUNGICTTTICIPOSIEQISIPOCTTDYIEIES UGS
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The Enwironment

Though there are many things that are buproving in ndia
(Literacy rate, PP, size of our economy, the size of our military,
and the proliferation of technology, to name a few), but the natural
environment (s not one of them. The atr, tn our cities and
tndustrial belts, is almost unbreathable - the capital delhi belng
declaved the city) with the most polluted nir in the world. water
continues to be polluted all over the country, causing disense and
death. We polson our food with chemdical fertilizers anol pesticides.
Our forests are fast degrading, as are other ecologically sensitive
habitats, including wetlands, grasslands, the coasts and oceans,
and, of course, our wildlife is being decimated.

A couple of years back | had contributed a chapter on ndlia to a
voluwe titled Evaluation for Agenda 2030, where | had argued that
the major reason whyj we have such rampant destruction of the
enwvironment is because of our weak evaluation and regulation
reglimes, Those interested can download a copy of the book, free of
charge, from file.///C./000AB20PUBLICATIONS/IDEAS-web-
REV_08bec%20-%20full%20b00k.pof

Imagine if trees give Wifi.

We'd all be planting like crazy.

Its a pity that they just give
the oxygen we breathe



file:///C:/000A%20PUBLICATIONS/IDEAS-web-REV_08Dec%20-%20full%20book.pdf
file:///C:/000A%20PUBLICATIONS/IDEAS-web-REV_08Dec%20-%20full%20book.pdf

DO Kou ALSO
TAT THESE
WITH THAT

7

WHAT DO YOU THINK OUR
MOST POWERFUL RENEWABLE
RESOURCE IS 7

Walt Disney’s Donald Duck ~ "'
it T T Hep S

R i
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“Out here a guy could be lulled into thinking that there
is more to life than just power or money”,



Transparency

Awnother thing that all governments, but especially the present one,
are intolerant of is openness or transparency about government
functioning and decisions, Though ndia has a right to
tnformation Law, which came tnto effect in 2005 and has been
adjudged as one of the strongest transparency laws in the world,
getting information from the government is still an uphill task,
And getting thew to act on wrongdolngs that get exposed as a
result of access to information, is still a rarity.

In 2016-17 | was part of a team which did a comprehensive survey
of the adjudication process around the right to information act tn
ndia, t will not bore you with the findings here (they are not
funny), but suffice it to say that the functioning of the appellate
system, especially the first appeals within the government, and the
second appeals with the independent information commissions,
leaves much to be desived (copy of veport available at
http://snsindin.org/wp-content/uploans/2017/07/ Adjudicating -
the-RTI-Act-2nal-edition-201 7 pdf ).

t was also on an Open Soctety Foundation fellowship during that
period, which partly supported the work ow the appellate
mechanisms and also allowed we to study whether the government
was Learning any Lessons from the patterns of use of the RT1 act,
and whether they were making any systemic corvectives to prevent
recurvence of the wrongdoings revealed through the RTT Act. The
short and long answer was: No.

My findings suggest that there is a serlous conflict of interest, as
the civil servants tasked to give out information, are mostly those
least nclined to be transparent, The appellate authorities ave also
mostly serving or former civil servants, and therefore there persists
a consplracy of stlence.

24


http://snsindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Adjudicating-the-RTI-Act-2nd-edition-2017.pdf
http://snsindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Adjudicating-the-RTI-Act-2nd-edition-2017.pdf

t reproduce below a cartoon that appeared in The Hindu around the
tlme the RTT Act became operative bn 2005. tt has proved to be very
prophetic!

CAKTOONSCAPE. T 120CT- O 5

Bureaucratic veticence and political duplicity has given birth to a
generation of Oliver Twists of modern ndia...

Alfred E. Neuman'’s

PLEASE SIR

CINT HAVE
SOME MORE
INFORMATION?

1 -

~

“WISDOM” N

Nowadays, the only time
a politician is telling the
truth is when he calls
another politician a liar!
1 v.’ 3
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.. but the bmplications for our nation are far wore serious

Glven the legendary
delays in hearing and

| disposing appeals by the
i information
commissions -t
recently recelved a notice
for a hearing ten years
= after | had filed the
appeal with the west Bengal information commission - the story is
that n the information commissions they follow a three-tray
system tnstead of the usual tn-out trays!!

© Oniginal Artist
Reproduction rights obtainable from
www.CartoonStock com

! expand “Right to-know”
| to- “Right to-Know Right

now

Apart from the hesitation to share information, and the Long

delays in processing appeals, two other issues are currently
plaguing the RTT movement,

First, there Ls the tendency of the government, while resisting
sharing information, to inappropriately collect and disseminate
information about the public, with no regard to thelr privacy or
wellbeing, Though there is wuch talk, there is still no appropriate
data protection or privacy law in sight. what is required is a law
that respects the public’s right to tnformation while outlawing
unjustified surveillance, unwarranted invasion of privacy, anol
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wnauthorised sharing of people’s information with corporations and

other vesteo Linterests,

M'Wmﬁv LGP s

B ST NE )
R e
PoUTICALLY
SERSITVE
INCORMATION
BURN
BRITIR ¢

Arguing that
you don't care
about the right
to privacy because
you have nothing to hide
is no different
than saying you don't care
aboul free speech
because you have
nothing to say

-Edward Snowden

%y s
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If wars are started
with secrets and lies...

maybe we can start
peace with transparency
and openness.

off the markcom oy mapanisi
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL AT HOME

Mark Parisi, Permission required for use.



The second (s the secretive andl lnappropriate process of appointing
information commlssioners. The RT act lays down that
information commissioners must be “persons of eminence tn public
Life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science and
technology, soctal service, management, journalism, mass meoin
or adwministration ano governance”.

However, despite this, currently all the six information
commissioners and the Chief nformation Commissioner tn the
central information Commission are retired bureaucrats, t seems
that to the search and selection committees, only retired
bureaucrats are emlnent, and have wide knowledge and experience
on all matters!!

FOR A FAIR SELECTION
EVERYBODY HAS TO TAKE
THE SAME EXAM: PLEASE

CLIMB THAY TREEL

...AND THE MONKEY ALWAYS WINS

This wmatter is now before the Supreme Court, and one hopes that
Justice will prevail and there will be no more monkey business,
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Our best frienn

L have been a dog Lover all my life and, fortunately, almost always
had a canine companion. Therefore, this document would not be
complete without a section on dogs. Arguably ( have overdone it, but

then who can say wo to a dog...

.\’\’ 4l

\ -
Uespite all the bad

days and mean people,
I still believe in
jgood days and kind
l people...plus there
(faTe always dogs. '}
” N
N> Mo

\ / // ;A ENOHANT VG, 0%

The most loyal friend

e

you'll ever have
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But...
Every SHACRE/OUNMARS

OUu Bak
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t will care for you
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Just as you care
for me, sometimes
evew oVer Your
own daughter...
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And twill always remendber You...forever.

When Hachiko's master died in
The Tokyo University in 1925,
Hachiko didn't know about it.

As always he came to the train

station to meet his master, and

waited for him for the next

32

This scene makes me
cry everytime! =

- ——

You don't have to wait anymore.



If Jealousy had a face

Though sometimes You humans are cruel...

They.say thefdogl @ : . h ‘

mon!s best. fr‘:end SRV S R

‘Tidongtibelieve that™ ’ -

W=

e '
-
/4

How many

ofiyourd

finiends]

havelyou
[neuterned g

...but so are my own brethren

~~ -~ s

.
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But i don't compLa’m...

It's hard to feel sad
and hungry and

W »

yvet not be able to
say a Word «»

For mostly t have a wonderful Life

Just lookin' for a barking spot

i I'm fromtech support.
I'm hpl’ﬂ to delete your cookies.

...helping myself to goodies...
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Playing hide and seek....

‘ :\ - When your dog

photobombs your
special day @

e
".. ; ‘ ‘

When you're in backseat desperately
trying to be part of the frontseat conversation.
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..andl working so havd, always betng helpful.
THAT MOMENT WHEN »
YOU’RE SO TIRED
EVERYTHING

IS FUNNY.

AN
BBELLS

DOORBELLS
AARGERS S

.....

"If there are no dogs in

Heaven, then when | die

| want to go where they
went.

~Mark Twain
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Finally, learning to grow old

old age ts creeping up on me and suddenly tfeel a need to rethink,
my life and values, and to reinvent myself as a person: in the last
Lap of my life, what sort of a person should t be, what should 1 be
doing, what values must  adopt? It is abmost oy

as tf, now that ( am. older, | must be wiser.

The goodl news is that advancing years have | l -

brought about a corresponding freedom from

“y » ) »
many driving forces that enslave us bn our Lifes Trageoy is
Youth: very much like cephalus’ famous that we get 0l0
observation to Socrates, as reported in Plato’s too oo and wise

Republic. too (ate.”

- Benjamin Franklin -

L no longer feel driven to prove myself to the
world, nor to lmpress those awesome people | :
so agownised over tn my Younger days. Fame no longer interests me
and 1 have little use for money,

BuUt, alas, | am not sure if this
wisdom finally dawning, or just
sour grapes!

And so, Like so many other people
aroundl the world, [ desperately
want to find out why t was born,
what was my) purpose, did [ have a

1

The two most important™days in your life
are the day you are born and the day PUIPOSE at all, L—(: so, did t -orwill [ -

you find out why.

fulfil it, what should t regret, and
what shouldl | rejoice?

Therefore, as so inmitably put by Mark Twain, | watt for the other
shoe to drop...

37



thave always beew, and continue to be, physically lazy. t like to
think that this is because | am so active mentally, but nevertheless
as a diabetic it is buportant to exercise, and yet exercising is the
bane of my Life.
Research has shown that
laughing for 2 minutes is
Just as healthy as a 20
minute jog.

There was a time | Loved to walk, but
Delht is too crowded, too hot tn the
sumner, and the atr too polluted in
the winter. [ awatt inspiration!

So now I'm sitting in the
park laughing at all the
joggers.

Fortunately, computers, tnternet,
NetAix, Amazon prime and other
such sources of entertainment have
becowne available in time for my old
age. | can spendt hours watching films, surfing the net, and
educating myself painlessly through Ted Talks.

tam an unapologetic techno Finally the 4th Monkey.
{Veah. A‘P(ZY’C _me oomputers He is the sum of the first three

and the nternet, mobile phones ?‘\ m) €

also fascinate we, especially , 6 4\ o)

the mpact they have had in 43_1 .! L»\é‘s-\ 2»9 ,
tndia, He Sees nobody,
Estimates suggest that there He Hears nobody and

are over a billion wobile-phone He Talks to nobody.

connections tn ndia, and

nearly 500 million users of nternet. Considering nearly 20% of
the current population is tn the age group of © ~ 14 years, most of
whom are unlikely to own a wmobile phone, it seems that there is a
mobile phone connection for each of the remaining ndians, with
some to spare.

There are many advantages of this mass proliferation of a
communication technology. To my wmind, allowing families to
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leeep tn touch with each other, in an affordable wmanner, (s a real
boow.. This is especially so when they are scattered all over the
country, many being migrant Labour seeking jobs tn cities and
towns. The mobile phone is progressively replacing the post card
which the poor used for generations.

The ability to communicate by mobile phone, and through the
social wmedia, has also strengthened the ties within communities. it
has vastly facilitated community and group protests and action,
though sometimes this might be a nuisance to the government,
Also, thousands of crimes and wrongdolngs are belng captured by

onlookers on thelr phone cameras, proving a great boow to the police.
- VR | o5

Autocorrect
has become
my worst
enemnma.
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Where there is no electric connection

lam also a great fan of the Delhi
metro, which last year started
touching Munirka, where 1 Live, It
is clean, efficient and comfortable.
But it has also taught me another
great quality that mdians have:
respect for old age.  have travelled
on the metro perhaps twenty to
thirty thmes whew all the seats
were ocoupled. But every time |
have, almost bumediately, been
offered a seat.

My experience tn London, where |

have travelled extensively o the tube, with the same resplendent
grey hair anol beard, was just the opposite, Almost never was |
offered a seat, not even the ones reserved for senlor citizens,

Three cheers for the ndians, The only adverse observation t have s
that so far, those who vacate thelr seats for me are tnvariably
dressed as if they belong to the middle class. Though many of the
poor classes are also there, they do not seem to be tnclined. Perhaps
they think that we upper classes have already too many
advantages, and how right they are.

It is also amusing that occasionally whew my wife accompanies
me, she rarely gets offered a seat, even though she s also a senior
citizen., ( suspect that is because she looks very young - nice to see
that youthful looks have sove disacvantages too!

tlove music and always have. Back in the 1960s | was part of a
beat group, among the first in Delhi, called “The Mixed Ups”. |
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played rhythwm guitar, somewhat indifferently, but sadly could
wot sing at all.

tstill can't, though t desperntely

wish [ could, especially because | When I'm sad. | sina. but
then | realize ry voice is

am married to a talented and
accomplished singer.

So, three cheers for Spotify, and

other sources of endless music,

that keeep me amused through the

day and sometimes late into the night, as ( work, read, or surf the
net,

[ have beew Lucky and have had many good friends, some of whom
are still frienols, while others have
drifted away or passed on. But old
age seems to bring with it a You come home,
strange need to be alone and to make some teq, sit down
reflect on what one has seewn, n your chair, and
experienced, felt, and learned. all around there's silence
Therefore, | find myself in an
amusing phase of my life when,
after having spent wost of my Life
in constant interaction with .
hundreds of people, | now spend
wmost of my thme by myself,

Everyone decides for

themselves whethe:

1 { i
that's loneliness or freedom.

But this abmost masochistic enjoyment of solitude brings with it a
nagging thought that it can only be justified if at the end of it t
have something profound to share with my friends. So 1 turn to
wisecracks — and hope that they entertain you, even if they do not
enlighten Yyou,..
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Happiness is a state of mind.

If you wank
b ‘GB‘, M Thef gra",c:tf;telglﬁw’l;hps’c.hool
jusk count all o Wikpedil
the things you (i
have that money W B\
cannot buy, -

SN tENTANY 2t

Awndl two faces of perceptual relativism: the seeming fact that the
perception of something appearing to be an lmprovement is
bwvariably in relatlonship to one’s present reality.

Z } . d ] B Sh

s arADTe ANRGOOD NOTN
NEW YEAR STARTS ON A GUA

Vi

IMPROVES TO VERY POOR | R(‘}\‘/\ o)
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Nature teaches us that there is always hope. So tend this letter with
a hopeful note that whether you are knocked over...

Fell years ago,

But didn't give up &

...or devastated

s

Tins
o

You can always blossom forth again.,

Shekhar Stngh
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