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NaAGRIK EKTA MaNCH — A CITIZENS RIGPONSE

Neagrik Ekts M-nch ¢id not sxist before the 2nd Novembars

Soon =2fter word sprasd through D=lhi on Ootober 31 that Indirs
G=néhi had bsen shot, o faw citizans from Veluntary Organisa-
tions dgrew apprehansive sbout the possibilitiss of violent
reorisals ageainst sikhs. Those.bf us who went to All Inada
Tnrntitute of Madical Scisnces seansed the tension in the alr
nd Accided that asction would be nasded if the tension devalops
furthar.

By tha Ist Neowambar mMorning naws of tha viclance bagan
to resch uss 8ix of us got togsther and tri=ad to stop the
viglenoa in differmt parts of south Dalhi, ws also wankt td
tha molies =nd discoverazd that wa worz wrongly axpacting
the police to help. While most psopla sat in their houses
scared to 9o out as maurading mobs rulad the city som2 of US
with som:z beokground of public involvamant wars DUsy trying
to mska ssnse of what was going on and to do somzthing to stop

the Madn=ss s

- First task was: informetion. WhoRL was going on?
Hovw widazsprsad was ths brasakdown? Everyona kKnaw that sikhs
wara baing attackad, haoaton up, thelr property lootad and
burnt - but was this ali? Most of 31st night end the Lot wes
spant franticelly running around thz cdty, phoning £riends
in a frongisd offort to brusk th swng: of isolation and to
glaan facts from rumours which waere having a havdayve Tirs
skvlin: of Delhi nresnt2d a bizarre sight with smoke covaring
the landecaps - ~nd overy singlz colony, including for a changa
ths rich ones, £2321ing undor sisga - w2 organiged a @aéce
Mareh ond sssuoimbled 2t Lajscet Bnsven - the h@aéquarters
0of ths sarvants of pagple spuwiaty, a social sarvias

organisation, thet aftzrmoon. Whils ths people wdre beding
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.éﬁthérﬂﬁ fpr thie merch soma of us wont to the haad officas
of opposition partiss ANd rocueated the opnhosition 1
pliad with the gov-.rnimrat to a1l in the arive W W2
ckad to find *ho offics of thars political pertiss ks XLy
unconcarnsd, considaring the city wes litsrally mminge
Howewsr, on thoe 2na Novembar, some of the leadsrs of Janala

Partyv joinud tha pérce march.

O th: Ist, just 25 pzcple set out tog-ethur with a formar

MLA who hes fought for the rights of kiln workoers anc bonded
1aboursrs . Nasp ths Moolcheand sky-over wa Came upon 2 Mob
satting fir: to a sikh shop. The arsonists were young Man in
thoir twentiss, lwapsn tvoss 2nd drunk; sbout a mundrad
nailghbours wers mersly wetching. We mads an.imPESSioned
anrp2al: Wot Just proporty but the sntire nation wes in £1 amzs,
W3 Said. Tha'youth bigen jssring menacingly till 5 man f£rom
tha nouighbourhood, arm:d with lathis, chesad tham awave Wa
sugg:etsd that the rosidonts should not look on but resist
sttacks on thuir sikh brothzrs. Tho paopla ralat:¢ that a
train with 700 corpos«s of Hindus had arrived from Punjabe

"Has anvone soen th train? Don't balisve rumours" we wWarnad.

Wa merchsd on through Liajpat Nager, whers thu colony

Furudwara had basn s2t on f£ire. We reolised slogans liks

‘Desh ki Ekta Zindabad' {(lons live the Nation's unitv), Resaction

OEIinonars was cna of disbzliefs on a Gay when ths capital
wes on firs, hsrs was o gmall group'of damonstrators proeching
placst Mpost prople lockad away and looksd st us s though wa
war- a bunch of crazy proploe. Shopksupars told us thset we
shorld b ashmmﬁé cf propac =ting plaou oni a day whan sikhs

ha¢ ol rimed tho 1ifa of the Prims Ministore &n sngry crowd,
“some thousands arted rgsidants, surrcund:=d the marchers and
raissd countaer slog=ns: O0thors shoutad that it was £itting

1

thet sSikhs wors bheding taught 2 lusson; Hindus had tolsratsd

things in Punj&bs far too lonc without rotalisting. We realisc

a



that thaz mdod 0# th puonle would not narmit us to continus

and that ths crowd wes gotting sxoitad and might attack use

W roturned to Lajnat Bhavan and rosplivad to fight this mood of

violenca and hatr =gainst a community who wars not ruspongibla

for two mad sikhe who killad the Prims Ministsr. We agrasd to

s3=nd thae oight ¢alling upon frionds and aogualntendcas to gsit

toogethar in lsrgsr numbors on the naxt day to merch through
ajpet Nagar, Bhopal and Ashran. 11 political pertiss, incliud-

ing the Congruess(I), waers askaed to Join us.

Daspits the contlagration throuchout ths city on tha
pravious day, sbout 150 moppls assembl ad »t Lajpat Bhavan at
1.00p.me on Novambsr 2nd, including scome sikh woRin. 2lniost
tha entire Janats National exocutive was prasant. No lzadsrs
from anv other pertios turmnad up, conviving tho zrron«-cus

imprzesicn thot it was a2 Janats affairse A hug: mob con frontad
us st the Central Msarkst and w2 had hoatad exchanges. We Xapt
talling psopla te joinm us; svary now and ataln, a2 fuw would.
Wa had Lo keop Stooping at inturvsls to axplain to the angry
crowds: thae diffcr-noe hatwasn misguidad with individusls,
who wers raspensiblz for the wiolewnes, and th2 antirs commuinity,
which was. bsing hald to ransom in Dslhi. We covarsd 10 Kms.

of somz of what w2 then thought were the worst affected colonias.

Wo returmed to Lajoat Bhovan and raesolvad to form the
Nagrik Ekts Manch (Citizon's Unity Committaz) - a 'spontancous’
organisation of woncamad cltimons Gxtorminad and d=dlcatad
to intarven in what ws undesrstood =s a paralyzing state of

ffalrs. Wa are = gfoﬂp of dovaloomant activists, politienl
activists, journalists, civil rights crusadors, aCadamics.
Howavar tha bulk of our wvoluntaowrs era lardaly a political,
middl=s )l ass citkons, housswives, studonts and professionals
who comz forwerd to contributs to rastoring sanity in a

situation wh-.rs 1t wes ¢laar thet:



{(a) The situation 7as much graver than could possibly
bn vnvisageds

(k) While thar: 4id
ripte closyly =4

axist soms communal toneion., ths

i Lo hevae a pattam of ore-
»lanned orgenizaed rioting. Tho wers not svhantan@ous
commnal clashios.

{c) Th. rssponse frnm th: stats machinery was conspicuous
by itz zbs #iCae.

(a)} Thwu opwosition parties also chos=a to b« silent.
Byon thosa partias with strong cadre basaes in the

T naralusod.

canital romain.ad

On th-: 3rd Hovember forming, in rasvonsa to information
racdivsd from the trans-Jamuna arvas, soma of us visitod Trilok-
purd and Kalvenruri. We were horrifiad to sac 90 charrad
bodies. 2000 sikh mm, wom:n and children had £1:d f£rom
thuaro to thoe £arsh Bazar'polica station for sa=fetv; ths Station
Bousz Officer thars was most roceptiva and halpful in sharp
contrast to th: majority of th: poliace who <sither conniv.d
or looksad away from ths arsen d mirdzre He essurcd the Man ch
that he would start a camp in the Polics Station if w2 ran the
camp. This was the first came in D-1ki on tho avening of
Novermb 'r 3rd. Ag a rasponst to this emarcancy w2 took a
spontten s declsion to ¢ollzsat docgters, £ood, cash and madical
suppliass, Whilzs we stopped at «vary stags to srrive at =x.-cutiwva

decisiong non? of u

4]

stoprd to think through cur role. Wo
unanimously r-jrotad violanes, brutality, savag:ry and the
inadoquate or leck of rasponss from thae stato. Qur actions

waira guid:d by our anger, dismay and frustrotion with the

songnl 'ss looting and killing. Thzro was no looking back and
Wi dumpgd into =sction. Tho actions wirs, of oourswe, naad basad.
Ons taluohon call for a volunte r brevcht in ton timoes tha
nambrr, a raquast for a hundrod blakeats brought in saviral
mincrads, s call for foofd brought in foo0d for thousands -

this was ths pettem of our gztting orcanizad.



What folliows is an eorcunt of Ltwo months in the 1ife of a
naw voluntary organisation - fwo donths of o radically Efrash
inditiztive which has transiormad th naturs of voluntary
collzetivy ££ort in Dolnie.e A group of us— divarss concarn:d
citiz=nis of Dolhi - coal@sbﬁd ove=r & poriod of ths £irst

thras days in Novombar 1984 inte this now proanisstional

initiztive - ths Nagril Ekta Mench,.

We came: togethar thy day zfter Mrs.Indira Ganchi!
ssassineation to addr=ss ours: 1ves Lo ths riots that waras
braaking out =211 ov r tho city. Motivated to esssist in

forming poace commithass in aroas

"J

~fftected by the communal
tension, wa wers Soon drawn into ths impact of tha: brutal
barbaric killiings of sikhs all ov:r th: city. Tons of
thousands wers Madse homel.ss, with manvy of tham having lost
their snitire familias wo tha organisad jugoemaut of terrors
With oropoertiss bumt, sourcss of livalihood smashad, balongings
lootad, ovor savanty thous-and $ikhs crowduad into camps locatad

21l ovar the city - in schonsls, in G=s, in Gurudwesras, in

nolice stoations.

A Massive rellf nd m Sdoal SfS%rt wes launchod followad
a fortnight latoy by short and long torm rshebilitatione. This

=

is continuinge.

Two & ahelf months i3 = very short time to =ssass the
valuz of this =2f£forvt, = vary short tima to maks conclusions
about its impact. Howavzr, tha stetiaants of innumorabls Sikhs



both in =nd ocut of camps undirlin: the fundamental

this inizistivo. AS ond: Sikh in the Froghbaezar

i# it ha'n't b-an For the Manch and oth.r
similar offorts, =ndé with th: almest n clicible risoouse
of th» ~fministration, w2z shudder to think whers and in

wh at Contition wo wowld ha".

Tils statamont is svmbeolic of NEM bading not just a
neormal ri:lief ffort but an . £fort of a group of
incdividusls who collictivaly and indivicually madn tha
victims £ael that somswhzr: In an ins:curs city, som:sbody
e It was also a signal to thes sntirm sikh community
both in =n¢ owtsida pelbi thet thay: are poople in spciaty,
who irrsspactive of ceaste or oresd or politics, sre willing
to commit thomsolvis to ri—astsblishing trust and communal
narmonye. '

May ba this rport will b: eronstured as an attampt at
prreonsl gleorification ~ ~fte.r »ll, history is rolets
th fAassive raliaf «fforts wh.n naotural or man=-made
Setastrovhas heve takon nlaca. We foel hawowver that NEM
8 aicl its gomszthing unigue. Not just a reliweft/
r~habilitestion =Fiort but a Mejor now collsctive o

verk towsrds a sanar, mors himeans futurs.



a8 b

“ A
(poet retuzn from 1 Safdar jang Raac)
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It was clear to all of us thet medical and material
relief was needed at Trilokpuri immediately. But there uere
rumours that vieolience was continuing and that the car of a
reporter had been badly damaged., Ue felt that 2ll had itz go
together and have safety in numbers., We needed food, money,
clothes, medicines and doctors, To do this we broke up into
tpams with different responsibilities and decided to reassembl
at 2.00 pa.ma

Tws groups went to the DDA self financed flats in Yusafl
Sarai and went door %o door collecting food and money. Another
greup went and bought medicines and supplies like bidscuits.
Yet another group collected clothes.

At about 2:30 we reassembled, pasted red cross signs on
our cars and took-off in a cenveoy of about ten cards and jeeps
for Trilekpuri. On the way to Trilokpuri we saw army tanks
and trucks standing outside the Kalyanpuri police thana, UWhen
we stopped there we sau hundreds of people collacted on the lawn
outside the Thanma. It didn't take much to realize that they
were victims of 2 terrible tragedy: women sitting in groups,
some wailino with their children arcund them, men uwith scars,

and bloodied yags walking around like zombies,.

Wie stoopped and the SHD informed us that these people were
indeed the victims of the viclence in Trilokpuri and Kalyanpuri.
e salid we were social uorkers and asked for permission to
attend to the victims.

As soon as ve entered ue were mobbed by those who were
mores than sager to recount their tales of woe. These included
almost all the Sikh men, women and children. There ware some
who had seen their husbands and song burned alive, others who
had their beards and hair cut by knives, leaving behind tell-
tale slashes on the faces and spalps, They had been without
clothes, shelter and food for over a day, There was one who
had just given birth to a child gut in the open. Thare was

another who had 1lost 3 sons and = husband—ail of whom had been



throws into & burning tru.k, The manfoll. said Lthat some
t Ta

naked., There uas the
Hindu Tamily, the richest in the neighbourhood, wha had lost
all ahd had their house burnt doun beczuse they gave shelter

tn Sikhs.,.

The most urgent task was to start distributicn of fpod
.F‘

and dressing uaunds. We had to form teams for nursing

of
cooking, food distribution and for taking stock of ithe
situaticn. A& room in the thapa yss set up to function as a

dispensary. A police thana choolah was faken over for making

ol

tea and rice while uthers started distributing bdscuits and
Ykhichrie" to the women and children,

in the mean time we found out that thare wers many

ther police stations and 2t the Farsh Bazar
rmed that everyone from Kalyanpuri was also
red to Farsh Bazar Thana, Therafore uwe

o I
at at luast half the group should go to the cther

While we wers busy with fuod Gistribution, caring for
tha e.ck and the injured : young man approached one of our
ciuntesrs and t 2 ¢4 inaform him that many Sikhs
s in a particular bilock of

d
Khichrapur, The Sik be evacuated from those homes

2z the Hindus yere i er and did nct want to be identifiad.

e aéproached the SHO and asked for an armed escort %o
accempany three NEM volunteers to go and rescuec the Sikhs in
hiding, The three set off with one policeman armed with a
loaded rifle and his finger on the trigger and ancther with
a lathi., The five some was ascortad by three people from the
concerngd block, 0One of them clearly 2 dada who was mighty
proud that not a single Sikh had bsen touched in his block.

In an ctherwise morbid and deprassing scens we constantly come
cggay of individuzl humﬁﬂmbTﬂU%QY'and.EGHCETH for
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other humnn beinge. It was these sxamples that bopsted our

morale Wo continug our WOT K.

an we reached the aredf whars the aT

shgltered our informers znd guides had the sre2 cord
no one coulc seo which. housas were act 11

the Sikhs, 0Over the noxt halreand =2 ~na 1T our vciuntearv War s

guided from house-to~house from uhere old men, women and children

had 5 be compalled to lseve their plroes of shelter nd leave

withgut any belongings Far unknpown refugoc COMESa. Seelng

pneople lesve the warmih of hemes, broken, weeplnd, and

srestfnllen uas henrt breaking for us. For we knew thnt we

were teking into a "camp® whose uwhere nbputs or guality of

shelter uas unknowun o US. Eut there uas nothing olse ue

could da;

By the fime this group reached the Thana 2ll tho victims
ware being packed into buses to be trrnsferred to Farsh Bazar.
It was zlire

ndy dark, but we got anothar messnge that some more
families needed %o Be rescled. AT 2boubt that time the District
Commissioner arrived on the scene. Mo mannged to ccax him inte
a) n

Y
helping us in yetting those exira families out 2lsa

ona of the District ECommissic ““'a rasi

(S

While we were involved in the second rescue cperation
istants informed us that

they.really could not agsociste with our neriand® who had

helped =11 the Sikhs

since he uag a Ydacoit". It was jiranical
that a “decocit® showed ¢

esponsibility and humanity when the
authorities, political partics and 11 other instituticns had

\11 d

That night we reassembled at about 9.00 p.m. and

9
nces. The extend of
n

consolidated our information and experie
the violence was clearly much greater tha

)

we thought., It

appeared that tha numbers invelved must Bg guqnnds and

o

L

o
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e
spread out 2ll ovcr the city. So it was de to cunsclidate

[
our rolisof work at Farsh Bazar with a much larger tonm, have



coordinoators for rolipf

A
We dispersed with the understanding that we had to contact as
many people as pessible cvernight for volunteers and material
2ig It ua‘ 95ing t5 be on effort much larger than we had

~

Over tuwo hundred people asscmbled in the launs of Lajpat

d.
ghawan on the maorning ¢f the 4th.  Thea Tesponse was overwuhelming.
There were volunteers young =nd old, doctors, teachers, students,
lawers, journalists, scciczl workers ond many others. Many of
us knew each scther from before or were at lecast acguaintancas,
but there were many others who had come involvino themselves in

a voluntary effort for the first timo,

e started wi an open meeting on what we had to do
and assigning dufluu.. IZ uas an adwhoc responsc, a fire

i ut it was to beoume a regular foatures
For the next three uwceks., A& public meeting inm the morning,

dispcersal %o do our respsctive work ond then an cpon meeting

again in the cvening %o share cur exparience, followed by a
meeting of the Stecering Committes %5 5lan for the next day.

As urrk won announced vericus paosple voluntoared to be
responsible for it. It wes mainly those peopls who became the
veering Committes for the first threo weeks. 0On the morning
of the 4th uz had with us appraximately - 25 cers, 20 doctors,

300 voluntecrs and fosd and clothes far sov usand

.F
perple. A very conerete rolief of fort
to U

Bazar, and teams werc dispatchad

y Anfarmation

Lronsw—jamun: arcas. Even on the fourth of Nevambe
was Coming inm thet there were thousands of victim

ms out in the
error-stricken and lﬂJUELd, waiting to be moved to camps

¢lter. What our teams sau confirmed this. Vetsrans of
the 1947 portition of tho country soid they had never seen
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i, o - o - - o
o witnass yet another holocrust.

8t the svening mosting as the roporis came Ln we
that ths aumber of victims must be in tens of thousands and

thoy were in camps and gurduaras all owver the city. Our

arganisation was snly tun days ald, out it @
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sould have to shoulder & grent deel of the responsibilidy of
rolief and rehabilitation. We fels wc cnuld do
gere pouring in and gur voluntoers were workding with o gr

denl of commitment.

The steering committce decided that night that our
invalvomsnt may be long=term anc 8o bhose volunteers had 4o be
identified whs did not hove %o ga back to work or those who
cauld taka leave. UWe felt that us really did nact knou the
oxtont of the problem and sp it wss important thet formal
reconnaissance teams be set up o find cud details from day

£

ta day and NEM could organise its work on that bosis.

November 5 to November 11

This was the poriocd when MEM relief work was at its peak.
gn any given day 400 te 600 voluntecys ware mobilized, Most
of them would meet in the Lajpat Bhawan Lawns in the morning
and after 2 short discussicn of jobs to bz done and appouncemonts
digporse toc work with one of fthe following groups:-—
Transportation

Reliaf camp voluntsers
Medical -
Fact Finding

Stores :
Collection of materials
Missing porsons team.



Qur rc¢znnnniesancoe tesms Cigooverad more ond more camps cuery
b

&
day and uec found we were Going toc be spread very thin and so
docided ta5 concontrate our offorts in 6 camps and provide

rrgency roligt wo othars,

The work in the camps reguired a great deal of orgenisa-
tinn., Everysne had ta he recorded by the room occupied, by

T
and injuries and d

o

family and property los eaths. Volunteers
1 T

ists of missing persons, and at the urging of The victims

=
moon
i, Bl
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ists of =lleged assailants and looters. WMo reading
material wos availablo in the camps so freo
distributeds For

NeWyspnapers were
the first feuw days no une was allowed to

t
urite letters in the camps and so volunteers made lists of

nessages o¢nd anddresses and letters wore written by volunteers
to the victims families from the NEM office latters were mniled

Gne major activity of our volunteers in the camps was Lo

[

help fill oub compensation forms for the victims. The govern—
ment did not print ensugh forme and so they were nabt gasily
avallable to overyone in the camps. At the urging of our

voluntsers AEII had 30,000 forms inted ~nd donated them %o

pT
NEM fur use in the camps, We supplied furms tou many camps
50

including hhq se in Lurduaras al

river @ fay days it came to cur notice that many people
& being sent ayay from camps and very often pressure, direct

i
and direct ways being used to empty the camps, 0Our volunteors
T

werc alsa being harassed in some places. In some of the camps,
residents were told that they would not got relief if thay

e L]
)

in the camps in others they were tolid that they could
.50/~ per perscn if they left.

.

Faced with This problem, ve discussed the issue in the

spen mecting of NEM ond it yas degided that NEM should try and
sbtein a stay arder from the coyrts. NEM filed a writ petition
and a stay was granted by the court on agninst forcibie
gvictions by the auvthorities



On the morning of Sunday o general body mecting uwith al

the volunteoers of NEM was fcld nnd future wirk decisions Werc

By now it was boaconing clesr That NEM would have to
cunc b b the victims and =2

i
n in NEMs activities was neccessory, So it wes
ided t9 hold on indepth discussicn 2mong 11 the activisis
tu decide NEMs dotailed future activitics,

Rahabilitation

Rehabilitation of « people traumatised and isolated is
a difficult task, It is very casy tn provide matorial relief
L.

but it is not at a2ll ol

ear nouw a group so =ffected can ba
reintegrated in sociegbty, While NEMs edrly relish efforts waps

m2inly meterial NEM membors #rg very. econscious *hat ﬂuﬂ—m?t aris
offorts are nag important NEM organisaed tho

aptivitios s -

1) Organisation of family packets consisting of 15 days fosd
rations, utensils, clcthes, blanks, candles, soap, stoves,

3
matchboxes and necessary items t2 be given &

o

0
f‘
for their homes., These Family packets uere expe
il

the rccipients the basic minimum requircmonts

2 devasted home life. NEM uas instrumentnl in distributing
10 thousand nackcts.



2) Uomen's Commitieew- A women's committco with womon
ctivisbts was set up %o ngeocartain %he prabloms of yemen and

Wamen's ino:
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Lhe group.

3) Co=ordinaticn with %he Government ond various otheor
3

d tui mectings of various

Lie fctivitics and reducae duplication, Minutes of tha moatings
PTe Oiven 1o Appendix. As a rosult of these meetings a petition
wes drafted for submissicn to tho prime Minister (appondix),

We wers alsc actively invelved in caonrdinating ocur activities

Xpress Relief Fund and many of their commitios

=
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ings were a@lsa atboended by a NEfi representative.

4} Aouse building « We have selocied some of the pporest
and most badly affected aroaos to restore the hcuses tc some extend,
thereby, making them liable and secUre. For majority of thg

Wuses, glectiicity has beon resto red, the doors have been
Pixed, whiteuashing has been donc ond wherever the houses have
baen brﬁkeﬂ, we bAave restcred a minimum of one room with
repairs,

5) Uccupatisnal rehabilitztion - loans have been ‘arrangad
for selfemployed sikhs requiring more than Rs.2000 for restoran
tion of their occupatiun. il sglfemployed ar‘ié ans like
carnenters, blacksimths and mas CAs, we have given cycles and
tnols, dépanding o0 each individual noeds as grants,



Far both housa building =nd ocaupetional reshabilitastion, th=
el F oot 8 communitiss wor. chosen =g
bonaficisriss. Doetailsd survays havy bam conductad Lo

ascsrtain the noud of csch indiwidusl.

-

S Orgsnizaticon of 2.1 Vahini (Po~o: Enrce)

An inarageney nssting of dntersstaed Dalhi basad voluntary

cramnigations was oaliadg lagerils Biks Mengh, 2 <95 hafars

tha g naral aloctions in Iniiie, to discuss a2 strat-gy for
ornviding a sunss of shourity to tinn sikh comunity who wos
fxaeling verv insacure tn oxarcise thair franchise on the

Polling dave It was agrasmd in this ma-ting thet we would

il uoon 2li Inter stad volunts s tn wear badgs of Aman
Vehini =0d mast with reorzsintatives of sikhs thrugh Gurudwsras
and the calids to voluntesr our orasonces: with the community on
£he prolling day. W2 also ragunstad the Chizf Bl ction
Commissisner to provide busas for sikhs in tha amos to o to

the wolling booths.

7w Riccuszipons on Punjsb

NEM propos=s a g-ries of dlscuszisng on problams ralsted
to Punjab md ths sikhs, to =rrive at 2 dagper und:rstsnding
nE thae problem. Tha first Adliscussion took placa on the 25th
Novambare Nagrik Ekts Meneh stends for seoul-rism =nd its
plens £~r future wark ars very clesaly link:d with »ttampting
Lty work towards communal heozxiony. Ws ~re in ~ transition
bohagz today £rom rhsbilitation to long  towrm =2nd sustainad

wark oh s2culsrism and eomunal harmonve

Wz would vary much like to sherre ~ne chersctoristic
~nf NEM which may w2ll ba a reflaction on this orgsnisaticn's
future: NEM's wnrking Grou:s m:-tings have a 99% sttandenca
i Eallow-up rrte duspits tha fact thet the psople involwed
have fuilli-dey inbs g 2 Majority of us ara ~ver burd=nad with
othior raocul ar worke.



_Petition On ihe Rglisf And Rehabilitation
Measures Followimg The Recent Riots In

Delhi

Ve, various groups, voluntary, Social and reliplous organisaticns
and individuals, have bfen involved with the rslief and rehabilitstion
of the victims of %he recsnt riots in Delhi.

Wa have also been working to restore communal harmony and
facilitate bettsr public apprecistion of the csuses and forces
behind the tragic events following ths assassination of the Late
Prims Minister Indira Gandbi.l

It i3 a mattsr of great shock and regret to us that the nfficial
attitude toward the victims in particular and the Sikh Community

in gensral continues to be apathetic, heartless and irresponsible,

Delhi has not witmessed such large scale killings, devastation and
abdication of political and administrative respansibility in living
memory, We are, therefore, amazed that no attempt has been

made at the official l=svcil tn reach out to the battsrcd emotions of
the victims and uiftually no steps have besn taken to instil a sense

of confidence andsecurity in the Sikh Bammunity.

Unless thils nsgative atititude of the authorities undergoes a change,
there will bc eveén greatsr alienation of the Sikh Community.' Ue

also fear thc posaibility of despcrate cloments taking the law into
thegir own hands, thercby incrsasing inscourity and fear in socicty
at large.

Tims is rupning out, but we beclicve it 1s still not to latc for the
Governmecnt o fulfil its social responsibilities and zesitorc its
craodibility as a prdttctmr of 1life, propcrty and human rights,’
Irrespootive of clcctions and othor partisan political considerations,
we domand in the strongesf terms thati.
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An official public cnguiry be ordered without delay into the
riots: |

Stringent and effecctive action be taken against idontificd

offrndcrs, if nccgssSary Under the National Scourity Acts

Immediatc plans be -announccd for rehousing and rclocating the
worst affectsd victims who arc unpabls or unwilling o o+ turn

to their original locations., This should bc donc in a manncr to
ensurc theilir sccocurity and confidence. 1f noococssary, transit

camps should be astablished to nase thepressure on gurduaras.

Ve also sndorse the rchabilitation plans already submibtesd by
thhg Nagarik Ekta Manch on bghalf of the residents of Farash
Bazar and Nansksar Camps.

Compensation claims snould bc processcd sprocdily and gencerodsly,

(a) The compsnsation for deakh should bc incrcased to
Rss 20,000 as has brudn announced by theU.P. Statc Govie
and uniform policgy folloucd througheout the couniry.

() A rcasonable {say RS..SDGD/m) adhoc compensation should beo

pravided for loss of movable asscis which havo ben lootcd,

This ‘is particularly ncerssary for widous and thosc with an
income of below Rse 1500/~ por month who havn nothing JifE
to rcfstablish thgir homes.

(c) For ioss of busincss and romuncrative asscis like vehicles,
shops cteoe Only loepnds arc boing provideod at 12%% imtrrcst.
Such lao=zns shauld prcferably bg initcresit—~frre and in any
case thc intercst rate should not excecd 4%. Houcvor,
in cortain cescs like vuidows 1t may not be possible for
thcm to epcocrate those businessos. Such categories of prople
should have thc option of claiming for componsation for the
lost asscts in cashy



(d) Claims for injurics are to bo accompanicd by mcdical
crrtificatose In most oases thest injurics Nave alroe ady
b.en treatcd and cert ficates not obtained. Sbtaining

cr ptificatos at this stags would load to malpracticos.

Thoreferz, statoments of thosc injurcd should bc accepted

along with verification by thc scctor tcams.

Jhuggi Jhonpri ducllers should be compensatod for the dostruction
of their ducllings and authoriscd to rrconstruct them in their
griginal ar othor sultable location whero theoir scourity can be

ghnsurcd,

5. b clear policy shauld br adoptod for the rchabilitation
of widows. A lif‘Cnang pgnsign of Rs.a SDB/_ manth prT
uidow should be geented. In addition thcsec should be

on cducational allowance of Rs. 50/~ per month per child.



THE BACKGROUND

NEM initially started with citizens who oot togethsr
to 'stop the violsnce rgsulting from Mrs, Gandhi's
death,

Subsequently, and as a logical extension, resources
were mobilised to provids relief to the affscted

PETSONS,

The response to the gall for assistance given by NEM
has hean UEr} Encgouraging. A sighificant factor for
this is the character and imagé the Manch has projected
sa fart of bEing*prihérily a spontanecus effort of
concerned citizens with no aFFiliations of any kKind, It

would bg important to retain this chsracter.

ALL this stags, it is felt that while relisf work should
sontinue, it is CQUa1ly 1mportany 1or thg Manch to address
itself to the next tus phases also ~ of providing
rehabilitation to the affeéted pfrsons and warking for
thedr rﬂlﬂtegrPtan into the main stream of -iife,

This automatlcally calls fdr a long tercm commitment.

The Objsctives

Crystalising from the antivitiss and opinions eEXpressed,
tho objectives of the Manch that omerge ares

- to fight against communalism and. for
scoUlarism in an effort to work for the
‘Unity and intcgrity of the countrys

= to prevent and ston disturoances and‘
violenct crupting on account of
communal disharmony,

~ to mobilise =mnd provide rclicf tao

prrsens affectsd by such disturbances

i
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to work for the short and long term
rchabilitation and rocintcgration of
affcctcd psrsons,'

THE CHARACTER OF THE MANCH

The Manch would act a forum of solidarity fori-

ol
s

—

2 biliscr of resoureccs,

3
2
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sburscr of rclicf,

-

oniltor of Gouvt,
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a policy and programmes
implomentationy

Supboricr of voluntairy agenecics involvad
in the rchabilitation of zffcected persons
an initiator of dircoct action whercurr
neecessary and possible,

a Pressure group

a forum whcre pgople from diffeoront x
backgrounds and diversc views would be

frce to express themsclves and work

together,!

Appropriate prioriate priorities and plans would be Pormulatod
dopending upon- tho availability of resources, both human and

Financiale Equally important would be the availability of

committed,

compcitent pcoplo,

THE IMMEDIATE TASK

1. RELIEF

-

-—a

continuc -to mobilisc prsoUrces

concentratc on groups outside Govt., ambit.

~ hclp with compensation forms.,



24 Rehabilitation

It is ricognised that the first prerequisite
for rehabilitation-is security.

The goal of rehabilitation should be to
restore the working and living conditions
of affected persons to accsptables levels:
efforts shiculd not stop with getting tham
compensatlon.

The need is %o provlde both phy51cal

and psychological security.

The priority be widowsd woemen,

children and the poocrest, ecahomicélly
and socially.

Gavt. effart apart, it is gritigal to mobilise

local communitigs for ultimate security will
be provided by the peopls themselves.

i
-

Voluntary agencies'should ba identified and
appropriate programms for rehabilitation
wrkgd out with them so that they can work
with the people.

In gases where voluntary agenciegs ars not
aguipped, the Manch would initiate action
to this effect,

3« Govi. Limison angd - lelCV.

-y

Negessary to monitor Govt's palicy and
ligise in order to ssek clarifications,
stiggest policigs, modify provisions, ctc.
Clarify a numbar of details ragmding
compansation,

Far this, suUbegroups in speccific arcas

be constituted to deal with specific issucs.
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4. Bringing to book BET8ONS responsible for the atregities,

-~ This would have to he on activity to
bc purzsued strongly by the Manch,!

=~ The cxtent to uhich the Manch would bsg
involved bz degided after logking at leggal
and other implications.

ON_COHFRONTATION WITH AUTHORITIES.

Some of the activities and actions envisaged wotld.lead
Us to confront Govt, and the Administrationy this would
be Inevitable,:

Hemweapr,, 4f ds nccessary to bg cautious in this TEgET Ty,
to handlz situaticns as and when they arisg, but with
profcssionnalism and matUrity, to cnsurc that the rest
of the offorts do not got jeopardiscd,

To this cxtent, all confrontation should be positive and
constructive,l

SPECEFIC ISSUES & QUESTIONS

1) What action will NEM take an dispeorsion
~ (forcible and otheruisc) of persons From
Camps,!
2)  What is the NEMs role in investigating and
publicising the facts about hourthc violenec

took placsc,

3) Wnat will NEM do absut the information collcohod
about the actual culprits?



2)

3)

4)

7)

9)

Conecsrned guthoritiss have besn notifiasd

and some action has bren taken,

A list has bren made of people with the
ccntact addresses. VYoluntary agencles
working in. those arszas havs be=n contactad.
Any other geographical regions, we will

try to send any NEM- teams for forming

Mohzllas Committees,

NEM is an opsn forum wheres one can join
yithin the basic frame work of its
chijgnotives.

Individuals like Brimla, Ravi Nair, Ashok
Pandsy and Swanmy Agniwash fall into this

category.

This will ‘depsnd on voluntary strength
and circumstancaes. First preferencs would

e foT existing valuntary agencies.

A team will be put togethsr who will
take postsrs to various basties and

gther selected argac.

Jagran groups have offered to stags

performances on relevant issues.
Regular pescs marches will be organiseds

By involving them in the process of change
and thersby attasmpting to changing them

and influencing them.

Will contact a group of enginesrss KeoTa
Ravidcan has alroady bren spekon tddand

has agreed to spars tima,.

The Ministry of lbrks & Housamg is being
acntacted for the negod for Sites and
scrvice 3Schemes on the pattcrn of the

Hydrabad cxpcricnced

1
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